

MARY CONSTANCE MURPHY 
f LATEST PETALUMA GIRL Ta n T 
I TO JOIN THE WAVES 


Mary Constance Murphy, of 
this city, enlisted in the WAVES 
at Santa Rosa on Monday during 
a visit of a group of naval offi¬ 
cers from the office of Naval 
Officer Procurement, San Fran¬ 
cisco. One of Petaluma’s beauti¬ 
ful girls, Constance will make 
an attractive WAVE. A gradu¬ 
ate of the Petaluma high schoql 
the new WAVE has been em¬ 


ployed since 1941 at The Lead¬ 
er. She is still at her home 
here on inactive duty pending 
orders that will send her to 
Hunter College, The Bronx, New 
York, for preliminary training. 

Petaluma has a number of 
young women who have offered 
their services to their country. 
Misses Loraine de Neuf and Bar¬ 
bara Dondero, were the last to 
leave here to enter the service. 
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Constance MurpKy 
Thrilled With 
WAVES 

A Petaluma WAVE, Miss Con¬ 
stance Murphy, finds life in the 
Women’s Naval Reserve tremen¬ 
dously exciting and filled to the 
brim with new experiences. But 
underneath all the activity con¬ 
cerned with training at Hunter 
college in New York City “runs 
the feeling of the seriousness of 
service in time of war.” 

This enthusiasm for navy life 
is expressed in a letter to Lieu¬ 
tenant (jg) Margaret Smith, 
WAVE officer now attached to 
the navy recruiting station at 
Santa Rosa. 

“I am happy, I am thrilled and 
I am very, very proud,” declares 
Miss Murphy, now mid-way thru 
basic training. A popular young 
business woman here prior to her 
enlistment, she left for New York* 
on Sept. 3. 

Describing the journey east 
and the first days at Hunter col¬ 
lege, Miss Murphy explains: 

“We all had fun on the train 
—lots Of fun. We made new 
friends, we laughed and sang. 
We saw a cross-section of Ameri¬ 
ca as we traveled across the con¬ 
tinent. . . Our first view of New 
York was quite a thrill, as was 
our first subway ride. The navy 
takes care of everything. We 
had an express only for WAVES.” 

Then describing the arrival at 
Hunter college, she continued: 
“Hunter is very beautiful. As 
we approached, the colors were 
being lowered. 

“It was very impressive, es¬ 
pecially for new ‘boots’—every¬ 
one at attention, the bugle blow¬ 
ing—we felt very proud to be in 
the navy. 

“Things happened to us thick 
and fast but it was all interest¬ 
ing and really fun. I know that 
I can speak for Audrie Potter 
and the rest of the girls, because 
we all felt the same way.” 

Also a Petaluma girl, Miss Pot¬ 
ter left for Hunter college at the 
same time. She has been chosen 
section leader at the training 
center and Miss Murphy apart¬ 
ment leader at their quarters. 

Describing navy “chow” as 4.0, 
Miss Murphy adds: 

“The food is wonderful. I 
[had heard it was good, but I 


didn’t expect home cooking. I 
didn’t expect corn fritters, home¬ 
made pies and delicious chicken.” 

/Miss Murphy found one of her 
most thrilling sights “the com¬ 
pany’s marching — everywhere, 
along every street—marching to 
a ‘hup, two, three, four’ in ca¬ 
dence. It has a beautiful sound. 

“Then some are singing navy 
songs, popular songs, any song 
to which a group can march. It’s 
thrilling. It’s exciting. It’s fun.” 

Training and duty in the 
WAVES have dignity, Miss Mur¬ 
phy discovered, “because it is 
navy.” Concluding with a note 
of encouragement to her friends, 
she declares: 

“I wish that all the girls who 
are just thinking about joining 
could see what they are missing. 
To be a WAVE is one of the 
most wonderful things that could 
happen to a girl.” 










